APPENDIX. “ 3

tionn Narrow minded and vylgar errors with reference to
supposed personal interests, which had been engendered by
a false view of the effect of making Baltimore one of the
great outlets for western commerce, with a portion of the
state was made to yield to juster views or more enlightened
Councils. From these impulses and under these views,
Maryland united with other states to give a charter to the
Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Company, and to subscribe
liberally to that great and daring enterprise, upon the suc.-
cess of which scemed to hang atthat time much of her por-
~ tentous fate, either az a prosperous State or a dilapidated ru-
in.  When this plan for opening an artificial route to the
West, was selected, which was, after diligent inquiries and
sedulous surveys to atcertain the most practicable route;
(1 should perhaps say, the most possible route) it should be
borne in miud that at that time,. and up to this period, the
difficulty of passing the range of mountain, which divides.
the waters of the Gulph of Mexico from those of the Atlan-
tic at their sources, seemed to present an insurmountable
barrier to canul navigation, to be accomplished by any funds
the company were ever likely to ke able to command. This.
imsurmountable difficulty still stares the State in the faze;
and the Canal Company, after baving availed itselfof all the
experience of the last five years, and of the intelligence
to be derived from the whole circle of engineer-
ing science in the Conntry, is still compelled to admit, as it
has done in a recent memorial, that it must pretermit its ea-
nal for one hundred and ten miles of the great Western route,
and resort toa rail road or some sort of ““portage” for that
portion of the route.. It should also be- borne in mind by
the Legislature of Maryland, that when this canal was
ohartered, and when the liberal subscription was made by
the State to that work, one of the leading niotives, and I
may say the great leading motive, was the confident expec-
‘tation that by an expensive and difficult branch. of this ca-
nal .which should be made to lead to Baltimore, a large por-
tion if not mach the greater portion.of the trade of this canal,
would find its way to the ocean through thst capital.
After this scheme had been projected and operations
Lad been commenced under it, another scheme for construct-
ing another artificial route to the west was gotten up, al-
leged by its projectors to be chieaper and more certainly.
practicable in its construction, and which gave certain pro-
misé that the trade which it might bring would not. be left
within the limits of a foreign territory, but would be safely
and securely lodged in the lap of the commercial metropo-
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